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• An expression of personal views  and 
preference. They are not necessarily based on fact or 
knowledge. It cannot be proven true or false.  

• A statement that can be proven true or false. They 
are unbiased and tell us about the world we live in.  



• Why your assertion should be considered. 

• The facts that support your reasoning. This 
could include facts from many sources including non-
fiction books, reputable media sources, and data from 
surveys.

• The “opinion” that you are trying to argue. 



• What is he asserting that should be 
considered the first “rock ‘n’ roll” song? 

• Identify 3 reasons to his argument. 

• What evidence is he using to support his 
argument? 
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• Restate- Acknowledging the argument that is 
presented to you. 

• Refute- The assertion or claim you are making. Civility 
of a discourse is tested because of our emotions.   

• Reasoning- Why you objecting the original assertion or 
claim. 

• Evidence- The facts that support your reasoning.  This 
could include facts from nonfiction books, newspapers, 
statistics 

• Conclude- Summing up your claim in comparison/contrast to the 
original claim. 



• Restate- “You say that the Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame is the coolest building in Cleveland, Ohio…”

• Refute- “but I believe that Cleveland Museum of 
Art is the coolest building in Cleveland, Ohio…”

• Reasoning- “Because it won a variety of awards 
from 2009-2015. 

• Evidence- “Some of the awards include the 
outstanding achievement award for engineering 
(2014) and the Building of Circle Award in 
Cleveland (2009). 

• Conclude- “This proves that the Cleveland Museum of Art 
building is the coolest building in Cleveland. “





• How does he restate the PMRC’s 
argument? 

• Describe what he refutes in his counter-
argument. 

• What evidence he is using to support his 
argument? 
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• Be mindful of your reactions

• Be respectful 

• Acknowledge common grounds between the 
arguments

• Allow everyone to speak without distractions or 
interruptions

• Keep the focus on the topic



• Which guidelines did the candidates not 
follow? 

• Was the focus of these exchanges about 
the topics? 

• How can we prevent exchanges like 
these from happening in a discourse? 



•

• Listen to the songs nominated for this year’s Grammy’s record of the year award. 
Select which one your group thinks should win. 

• Develop an argument for a discourse with other groups. Each member will develop 
their own unique reason with at least 3 different pieces of evidence to argue.  
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https://edu.rockhall.com/

